In order to accomplish some relatively short term germfree life studies, the simplest and most convenient method is usually desired. In our laboratory, a sterile supply drum of conventional form was modified and used in the germfree rearing of chicks. The following report lists the method of construction and use of such a cage.
(1) Construction : A 12 inch diameter sterile supply drum is shortened to about two-thirds of its usual length by cut 6 ).
(5) Hatching :
100
Eggs in the cage can be observed through the maylar film window , and can be handled by using rubber gloves. Hatching began on the 21 st day after incubation, and usually 5 to 7 chicks were hatched from the 9eggs introduced into the cage during the following 24 hours (Fig. 7) .
When the number of chicks in one cage were limited to less than three, the chicks could be bred for more than 10 days.
(6) Transportation :
When longer term studies are needed, the chicks in the cage can be moved from their cage to an isolator in quite the same manner as in the method used in the supplying of food and water ( Fig . 8 and 9). 15, 432-439 (1965) .
